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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Survey: Expanding education key to good economy 
Business confidence in West Michigan has 
suffered a decline and is expected to rise mod-
estly in 2007, according to an annual econom-
ic report released by Grand Valley researchers. 
According to the report, employment growth 
in the Grand Rapids metropolitan area is 
expected to be modest at 0 .7 percent for 
2007. Overall sales are expected to grow at 
2.5 percent - down from last year's rate of 3 
percent. The big bright spot remains the export 
sector, which is expected to grow 6 percent in 
2007. Last year's projection was 5 percent. 
The report was written by Hari Singh, professor 
of economics and department chair, and Nancy 
Boese, regional director of the Michigan Small 
Business & Technology Development Center. 
They released the results at a news conference 
January 12 at the De Vos Center. 
According to the report, new job opportuni-
ties in manufacturing are likely to be limited. 
Across Campus 
New international 
partnerships announced 
The Padnos 
International 
Center 
announced new 
partnerships 
with universi-
ties in Australia 
and Germany. 
An agreement 
was signed 
in November 
between Grand 
Valley and 
Macquarie 
University 
in Sydney, 
Australia. Rich 
Jelier, associ-
ate professor of 
Photo courtesy of Carol Sanchez 
Pictured is Bad 
Mergentheim, Germany. 
Seidman College of 
Business signed an 
exchange agreement with 
the university there. 
public and nonprofit administration, said the 
partnership is a logical culmination of the sue-
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
At the same time, opportunities are emerging 
in sectors like health care, bio-tech, education 
and specialized services. These opportunities 
require a highly skilled workforce. 
Expanding education and training opportunities 
by improving schooling and extending scholar-
ships for college students are a good long-term 
strategy for Michigan, researchers said. 
The forecast is based on a November 2006 
survey of businesses in the greater Grand 
Rapids economy (Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon, 
and Allegan counties). The survey was mailed 
to the CEOs of 675 organizations based on 
a representative sample reflecting different 
sectors of the regional economy and the geo-
graphical diversity of the region. A total of 
166 organizations responded. 
The survey aims to historically track the over-
all business confidence of the Grand Rapids 
metropolitan area by a confidence index. This 
confidence index 
is scaled from 
zero percent (no 
confidence at all) 
to 100 percent 
(complete confi-
dence). 
The results this 
year indicate that 
business confi-
dence of the pri-
vate sector con-
tinues to decline. 
This year's 
confidence level 
is 60.2 percent, 
down from 65.3 
percent in 2006 
and 69.6 per-
File photo 
In this 2006 photo, Hari 
Singh discusses results of 
a local economic survey. 
He and other researchers 
released this year's fore-
cast January 12. 
cent in 2005. Respondents predicted that the 
confidence would rise to 62.6 percent over the 
next year. 
···---------------------------
cessful summer study abroad program estab-
lished in 1998. It has become one of the most 
popular study abroad programs, with enroll-
ment of more than 175 Grand Valley students. 
Macquarie is similar to Grand Valley. It was 
established in 1964 and now has an enroll-
ment of more than 29,000. Jelier and Kristine 
Mullendore, professor of criminal justice, have 
led summer programs there since 2000. 
A college-level agreement was signed 
between Seidman College of Business and 
Berufsakademie University of Mosbach in Bad 
Mergentheim, Germany. Carol Sanchez, asso-
ciate professor of management, said the formal 
agreement makes it easier for Grand Valley 
students to take classes at the university 75 
miles southwest of Frankfurt. 
"The credits will easily transfer and it all can 
be arranged before they go," she said. 
Two students from Berufsakademie enrolled in 
Grand Valley classes in January. Sanchez said 
the business programs of the two institutions 
are similar and that classes at Berufsakademie 
are taught in English. 
GVSU has partnerships with 30 foreign insti-
tutions . For more information, call the Padnos 
International Center at x 13898 or visit www. 
gvsu.edu/pic. 
Seidman College of 
Business' accreditation 
renewed 
Grand Valley 's Seidman College of Business' 
accreditation has been renewed by the 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business. The association reaffirmed the 
accreditation of the undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs in both business and accounting. 
The college was praised by the accreditation 
team for effective practices in several areas, 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page I 
including its undergraduate business education integration of Enterprise 
Resource Planning software provided by the German company SAP. It 
was also cited for best practices in international business programs and 
partnerships , the entrepreneurship minor, and the student professional 
development series. 
The college was also commended for its outreach to the community 
through business centers like the Family Owned Business Institute, the 
Michigan Small Business and Technology Development Center, the West 
Michigan Science and Technology Initiative, the Michigan Alternative and 
Renewable Energy Center and the Center for Entrepreneurship. 
Seidman Dean H. James Williams said the reaffirmation of accreditation 
is a testament to the quality education the Seidman College delivers to 
its students. "Seidman's faculty experts excel at both teaching and appli-
cations-based research and implementation - as confirmed and high-
lighted in our recent reaffirmation of AACSB International accreditation," 
Wi lliams said. 
Volunteers sought for read-in 
Teams of Grand Valley faculty, staff and students are sought to make a 
Black History Month event successful. 
The National African American Read-In is scheduled for February 5 at 
various Grand Rapids public schools. It coincides with the national event, 
sponsored by the National Council of Teachers of English. 
For the Grand Valley event, the Office of Multicultural Affairs is register-
ing teams of five people or more to visit a school from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. that 
day and read books by African American authors to students. Departments 
and student organizations are encouraged to register; individuals who wish 
to participate can also register and be placed on a team. Books will be 
provided by the school. 
Register for the event by January 26 by calling OMA at xl2177. 
To the Grand Valley community: 
Welcome back. As we begin the winter semester, I want to say again how 
impressed I am with the learning environment at Grand Valley. The vision 
we share - of small classes, personal attention, superior faculty and 
modern facilities - has been met with wide acclaim. These qualities also 
make Grand Valley unique. 
The coming year will bring us opportunities and 
challenges. We will announce a new collaborative 
medical education agreement with Michigan State 
University later this month, continuing our emphasis 
on and development of these important academic 
programs. The Kennedy Hall of Engineering and the 
remodeling of Eberhard Center in Grand Rapids will 
be ready for the Fall 2007 semester. In Allendale, 
we will start construction soon on our new Honors 
College residence and classroom project, on an addi-
tion to Mackinac Hall, and on expanded athletic and recreational facilities. 
When completed in the summer of 2008, these projects will better accom-
modate faculty and improve our instructional and student life programs. 
At the same time, there are storm clouds surrounding the state budget. 
Doubtless you've read news stories about a potential deficit, with unpleas-
ant choices facing the governor and Legislature. Please know that I am 
taking careful note of these developments; as is the Grand Valley way, we 
will weather the storm without adversely affecting the delivery of classes 
and services to our students. 
Finally, I want to thank all at Grand Valley who assisted our neighbors 
at the Ford Museum during the period of mourning for President Ford. I 
am proud of the way in which we provided parking and services to the 
mourners without affecting our own operations. 
Thomas J. Haas, President 
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GVFaces 
Jodi Griffin 
coordinator, Community Service 
Learning Center 
Last year, Grand Valley students logged more than 
30,000 hours of volunteer work. While that sounds 
like a lot, Jodi Griffin considers it her charge to 
increase that number. 
Griffin is the coordinator of the Community Service 
Learning Center, in the Office of Student Life. 
Opened officiall y last January, CSLC coordinates 
service-learning projects for faculty members and 
matches students with projects that meet their aca-
demic goals or general volunteer opportunities. 
Griffin, who worked in Student Life as an under-
graduate student, said service-learning is gaining 
ground nationally and at Grand Valley as a way to 
introduce real-world application to what is being 
taught in the classroom. 
"It 's more than volunteering. It's balanced between 
academics and service," said Griffin , who is 
pursuing a Grand Valley master 's degree in public 
administration. 
Examples include a 
statistics class that wi ll 
develop and conduct 
surveys for two cities 
where infrastructure 
improvement mill-
ages have failed, and 
a computer capstone 
class that develops 
databases and other 
software programs for 
area nonprofit agen-
cies. 
Jodi Griffin 
Griffin and her supervisor Valerie L. Holmes meet 
with interested faculty members to review their syl-
labi and make suggestions about how to incorporate 
service-learning. "Students want more application 
and getting them out of the classroom is the only 
way to do it," she said. 
The CSLC is in the Kirkhof Center, room I lOB. 
Griffin also has an office in the De Vos Center, room 
101B. Contact her at x12468 or griffijo@gvsu .edu. 
What's Ahead 
Yoga session aims to 
relieve stress 
"Yoga in the Workplace," a brown bag lunch 
sponsored by Work Life Connections, is an 
interactive session designed to teach participants 
basic Yoga positions that will help relieve ten-
sion, tightness and stress. 
Sessions will be led by certified yoga instruc-
tor Brandi Angelosanto. They are scheduled 
for Tuesday, January 16, in the Kirkhof Center, 
room 142; and Thursday, January 18, in the 
DeVos Center, room 303C. Both sessions will 
run from noon- I p.m. 
The sessions are open to all faculty and staff 
members. To register, visit www.gvsu.edu/ 
worklife and click on "Live and Learn Brown 
Bag Series." For more information, contact Sue 
Sloop at x 18011 or sloops@gvsu.edu. 
GRSO to perform 
on campus 
The Grand Rapids 
Symphony Orchestra 
will present a chamber 
program of baroque 
masters led by Music 
Director David 
Lockington on Tuesday, 
January 16, at Grand 
Valley. David Lockington 
Across Campus 
Mock registration 
scheduled for Banner 
The process to implement Banner applications 
continues with student registration. 
Sue Korzinek, director of Information 
Technology, said new incomjng students are 
only on the Banner system. A mock registration 
was held in November and adjustments made 
based on suggestions from participants. 
A second mock registration will be held January 
23-24, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. each day in room 
2035 of Mackinac Hall. Faculty, advisers and 
students are welcome to help test the system. 
People who plan to attend should send an e-mail 
to Korzinek, korzines@gvsu.edu, ensuring their 
e-mail accounts will be ready for testing. 
Also this month , students will begin receiving 
notifications of their new student ID numbers. 
Faculty and staff training for Banner Students 
systems will begin in late January. 
In the first Arts at Noon Series of the year, the 
orchestra will scale its forces to match the warm 
and intimate acoustics of the Cook-DeWitt 
Center on the Allendale Campus. The perfor-
mance is free and open to the public. For more 
information call the Department of Music at 
xl3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
Kickoff event set for 
'Remembering the 
Crossings' 
Grand Valley kicks off "Remembering the 
Crossings," a year-long series of events in West 
Michigan to commemorate the 200th anniver-
sary of the abolition of the Trans-Atlantic Slave 
Trade, with a lecture from an administrator at 
Ghana's University of Cape Coast. 
On January 25, the university 's vice chancel-
lor, The Rev. Dr. E. Obeng, will speak at 7 p.m. 
on "Sankofa: Contemporary Ghana and the 
Historiography of the Slave Experience." Special 
guests will include Ghana 's ambassador to the 
U.S. Dr. Kwame Bawuah-Edusei. 
The event, which is free and open to the public, 
will be held at the Loosemore Auditorium and 
Regency Room in the DeVos Center. 
Obeng is well respected internationally as a 
scholar and administrator. Under his leadership 
at Cape Coast, the university population has 
quadrupled and educational quality has excelled. 
What was once a low-profile university is today 
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Ghana's most prestigious 
university. 
An ordained minister of 
the Presbyterian Church 
in Ghana, Obeng oversees 
St. Paul 's Presbyterian 
Church, Cape Coast. He 
started his university 
teaching career as a lee- R o E Ob ev. r. . eng 
turer at Cape Coast in 
1981 , in the Department of Religious Studies. 
This event is the first of many in West 
Michigan throughout the year planned by the 
"Remembering the Crossings" committee start-
ed by Steeve Buckridge, associate professor of 
history and associate faculty in African/ African 
American Studies. 
The committee includes representatives 
from Aquinas College, Calvin College, 
Cooley Law School, Cornerstone University 
Libraries, Davenport University, Grand Rapids 
Community College, Grand Rapids Public 
Library, Grand Rapids Public Schools, Gerald 
R. Ford Museum, Grand Valley, Hope College, 
Public Museum of Grand Rapids and the World 
Affairs Council of Western Michigan. 
For more details about the Trans-Atlantic Slave 
Trade and a complete list of Remembering the 
Crossings events at area institutions visit www. 
gvsu.edu/abolition or contact Buckridge at 
x13298. 
···----------------------------
Questions can be directed to Korzinek at 
xl2035. 
NEA grant awarded to 
writing faculty member 
Nicole Walker, assistant professor of writing, 
has been awarded a National Endowment for 
the Arts grant of $20,000. 
Walker is the only 
Michigan recipient of 
50 poets to receive a 
Literature Fellowship 
for Creative Writing in 
Poetry; more than 1,000 
people applied. The 
NEA calls the grants its 
most direct investment in 
American creativity. 
Nicole Walker 
The award encourages the production of new 
work by affording writers the time and means 
to write. 
"The grant will allow me to focus entirely on 
my writing for an extended period of time," said 
Walker, who is in her first year of teaching at 
Grand Valley. "I plan to write a book of poems 
about illness, hospitals, the way we think of 
interior and exterior and also how our personal 
health reflects that of the planet's. 
Her interest in these ideas stems in part from 
experiences last winter when her young daugh-
ter was hospitalized for eight days. "Events at 
the hospital seemed so foreign to anything hap-
pening outside the hospital ," said Walker. "Yet, 
at the same time I felt, as in much of post-mod-
em literature, that there was no escape from lan-
guage, and that whatever 'escape' we planned 
to make from the hospital would be merely 
another aspect of that same fear, scrutiny, and 
pressure we felt within the hospital." 
Before coming to Grand Valley Walker earned 
a bachelor 's degree from Reed College, and 
a master's of fine arts and doctorate from the 
University of Utah. She has published poetry, 
creative nonfiction and fiction in many journals. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through January 26. 
Gallery Hours: Reconstruction: Recent Work 
by Dennis Nahabetian and Tara Stephenson. 
PAC. Call x12564 for more information. 
Mon., Jan. 15 
Noon: History Colloquium. "Families in Crisis ," 
by Grace Coolidge. 1111 MAK. For more 
information, call x13298. 
1:45 p.m.: GVSU Silent March for Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. Zumberge Library. Call 
xl2177 for more information. 
2:15 p.m.: GVSU MLK celebration featuring 
Lani Guinier and Voices of GVSU. FH. 
6:30 p.m.: 21st Annual Community Celebration. 
GRCC Gerald R. Ford Fieldhouse. 
Tues., Jan. 16 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Grand Rapids 
Symphony Orchestra. CDC. Call xl3484 for 
more information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag Lunch 
Series. Yoga in the Workplace. 142 KC. Call 
xl8011 for more information. 
3 p.m. : AWRI Seminar. "Larval Perch," by Scott 
McNaught. Lake Michigan Center. For more 
information, call xl3749. 
Wed., Jan. 17 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call x12204 for more information. 
1-7 p.m.: Blood Drive. 250 KC. 
3 p.m.: Psychology Colloquium. "What Did the 
Romantics Know about Romance?" by Daniel 
Kruger. 1019 MAK. Call x12195 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: Middle East Studies Program. "Moving 
Beyond the Clash of Civilizations: A 
Progressive Muslim View," by Omid Safi. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl8110 for 
more information. 
Thurs., Jan. 18 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
Room varies. Call 361-5227 ext. 31 for room 
information. 
7:45 a.m.-5 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. Institute for Healing Racism. 123 
CHS. Call x12215 for more information. 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Blood Drive. 250 KC. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag Lunch 
Series. Yoga in the Workplace. 142 KC. Call 
x18011 for more information. 
4:30 p.m.: Thursdays w/U. University Club 
Room, DEV. Call xl6620 for information. 
5 p.m. : Opening Reception for Reconstruction 
exhibit. 1121 PAC. Call x12563 for more 
information. 
VENTS 
7:30 p.m.: Student Play. "Oh Dad, Poor Dad, 
Momrna 's Hung You in the Closet and I'm 
Feeling So Sad." LAT, PAC. Call xl3668 for 
more information. 
Fri., Jan. 19 
7:45 a.m.-5 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. Institute for Healing Racism. 123 
CHS. Call xl2215 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Student Play. "Oh Dad, Poor Dad." 
LAT, PAC. 
Sat., Jan. 20 
7:30 p.m. : Student Play. "Oh Dad, Poor Dad." 
LAT, PAC. 
Sun., Jan. 21 
2 p.m.: Student Play. "Oh Dad, Poor Dad." LAT, 
PAC. 
Sports 
Wed., Jan. 17 
7 p.m.: Men's basketball hosts Marygrove 
College. 
Fri., Jan. 19 
4 p.m.: Track & Field hosts GVSU Bob Eubanks 
Open. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Roger Moiles, adjunct instructor of political 
science, was interviewed by WGVU Radio and 
WOOD-AM for stories about Gerald Ford 's 
presidency and the start of the 110th Congress. 
Joel Stillerman, associate professor of sociol-
ogy and coordinator of Latin American Studies, 
was interviewed by WZZM Channel 13 for a 
story about prospective employment and housing 
trends in West Michigan. 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, was interviewed 
by more than 30 media outlets following Ford 's 
death, including NBC-TV affiliates in San 
Francisco and Las Vegas, NPR Radio in Canada, 
WWJ-AM, WOOD-AM, Detroit News, Detroit 
Free Press and Gannett News Service. 
Sketches 
Felix Ngassa, assistant professor of chemistry, 
co-wrote an article, "Highly Diastereoselective 
Synthesis of Nucleoside Adducts ," published in 
the Journal of the American Chemical Society. 
Annis Water Resources Institute staff mem-
bers Bopi Biddanda, Richard Rediske and 
Scott Kendall had an underwater image of 
their research work published on the cover of 
Ecosystems. 
Linda E. Chown, professor of English, gave 
presentations, "More Than Stringing Beads: 
Margaret Fuller's 'Expansive ' Perspective in 
the Summer on the Lakes," and "Coetzee: 
Writer, Audience, Compressings," at the Modern 
Language Association Annual Convention in 
Philadelphia. 
John Constantelos, associate professor of politi-
cal science, wrote an article, "Interest Group 
Strategies in Multi-Level Europe," published in 
the Journal of Public Affairs. 
Faite Mack, professor of education, co-authored 
an article, "Make 'Em, Don 't Break 'Em: The 
Power of Words and Labels ," in the Journal of 
Invitational Theory and Practice. 
Bradley S. Ambrose, associate professor of 
physics , gave a presentation, "Intermediate 
Mechanics Tutorials," at the Joint Meeting of the 
American Association of Physics Teachers and 
the American Astronomical Society in Seattle. 
John Uglietta, assistant professor of philosophy, 
wrote an article, "Knowledge and Coherence in 
Plato 's Republic," published in Apieron. 
Joel Stillerman, associate professor of sociol-
ogy and coordinator of Latin American Studies, 
wrote articles, "Private, Parochial, and Public 
Realms in Santiago, Chile 's Retail Sector," 
published in City & Community; "The Politics 
of Space and Culture in Santiago, Chile 's Street 
Markets," published in Qualitative Sociology; 
"Consumer Culture and Society," published 
in Resources For Teaching the Sociology of 
Consumers and Consumption. 
